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One Church in Christ 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

Time of Old Testament /old dispensation: 

This passage starts with the time of the Old Testament when the Jews were the 

covenant people or chosen people of God. We may think this covenant position of 

Israel to be unfair or even favouritism on  God's part. His choice of Israel was not 

however a choice for special honour, it was actually a choice for special 

responsibility.  

 

We know from the testimony of the Old Testament that Jewish boys were circumcised 

when only a few days old as a sign that they were part of Israel, God's covenant 

people. To the Jews the Gentiles were dogs- they were viewed as uncircumsized and 

spiritually unclean and you as Jew had no contact with them unless absolutely 

necessary. The Jews considered the Gentiles as simply fuel for the fires of hell and 

held the belief that the Gentiles were created solely for God's judgment. By many 

prominent Jews and rabbis even proselytes, people from gentile background who 

accepted the Jewish faith as their own, were despised. The temple in Jerusalem did 

have a court for the gentiles, but that space was at times filled with Jewish merchants 

and money-changers.  The temple in Jerusalem actually consisted of a series of courts 

each one a little higher than the one before. Each of these courts were walled off or 

screened off from one another. The court of the gentiles was actually on the outside of 

the temple building. Inside the temple building itself was the court of the women and 

the court of the Israelites which was only for Jewish men as well as the court of the 

priests.  The last part of the temple was the holy place or holy of holies where only the 

high priest of Israel could enter and where the ark of the covenant was kept. The 

Gentile could only stay in the court of the gentiles on the outside of the temple 

building. For a gentile to even cross the wall or screen to the court of the women 

meant certain death. 

 



The Gentiles treated the Jews with similar hostility and disdain. They considered the 

Jews to be enemies of the human race who had a hostile disposition toward everybody 

and every other people who was not Jewish. That was indeed the case- Jews hated 

everything and everybody not Jewish. 

 

In this passage which we have read, it seems that only the gentiles were far from God 

because they were not part of God's covenant people Israel. We read in the Old 

Testament that the Messiah was promised to Israel and not to the Gentiles. Actually 

the people of Israel also lived far from God. They were circumcised, but only by the 

hands of men and only in the flesh. They did not have a circumcision of the heart, the 

inner person had not been changed or renewed by their religion. Therefore, when the 

Messiah in the Person of Jesus came to prominence, both most Gentiles and most 

Jews chose to reject him: Paul writes in 1 Cor. 1:22 and 23 of the Christian message: 

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ 

crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 

 

This brings us to our second heading: The time of Christ bringing a new 

beginning or new dispensation: 

What the law and Jewish religion could not do and what the gods of the gentiles could 

not do, Christ did- He reconciled us to God by offering Himself as die perfect 

sacrifice for our sin on the cross of Calvary. This put us into a new relationship with 

God- we are now God's free and forgiven children.  

 

But Paul also makes the important point that the sacrifice of Christ on the cross also 

puts us in a new relationship to other people, to all people. Let's be brutally honest for 

a moment- we prefer to be with people who look the same as we do, who speak the 

same language that we do, who have the same rituals and customs that we do. We 

would prefer that the blood of the Saviour only united us to people who are the same 

than we are. We know how to behave towards people who are the same as we are, we 

know what to expect from them and we feel safe around them. We would have 

preferred that the blood of Jesus only united us to people that we feel comfortable 

with. But the sacrifice of Jesus did not only reconcile you to people who are the same 

as you are or whom you would feel comfortable with. His blood also reconciled you 



to people who are not the same than you are, who are different from you- different 

race, customs, cultures and values.  

 

Nothing in the world of the Old Testament could be further each other than a Jew and 

a Gentile- the blood of Jesus broke down that spiritual dividing wall between them. In 

the church of Jesus there is no walls or screens like the temple in Jerusalem. There is 

no first class and no second class members. We are one Church in Christ and through 

His blood we are saved. We are all equal before the throne of God, because we were 

saved by grace and not by our race or spiritual accomplishments. 

 

In the church of Ephesus there we people who came to Christ from Gentile as well as 

Jewish backgrounds. In this congregation God did not care to make everybody the 

same- He did not expect the Jews to become Gentiles or the gentiles to become Jews. 

Both became something new- Christians, people who follow Christ as His disciples. 

Before they met Christ, their allegiance was to their race- Jew or Greek of Roman. 

Now their allegiance was to grace and they became one in Christ. We as people 

belonging to God through Christ are all blood family- we are united by the blood of 

Christ. Differences in race, class, gender, economic conditions, politics and opinion 

exist, but they are not barriers to living in unity in Christ. The church someone wrote, 

is the laboratory of the kingdom of God. In the church the world has to see how 

people who even differ from one another can live together as the one body of Christ. 

God wants the peace that Christ is to be visible to the world- He wants it to be visible 

in the church. 

 

 I want to close with a Trinitarian view: 

Please read with me verse 18 again: For through him (here indicating Christ Jesus) we 

both (Gentiles and Jews) have access to the Father by the one Spirit. We were saved 

by the same, one Saviour Jesus Christ. We have one Spirit that works in us all. That 

One Holy Spirit grants us access to our One Father in Heaven. How can we as 

Christians in this town and country have cause for allowing walls of hostility to 

continue to exist in our lives and between our churches when we confess that Christ is 

our peace and that we have by the same Spirit access to our one God and Father? We 

know from our history the power of walls of division- walls of race, of class, of 

denomination, of political affiliation. It is time for the church of Christ to demonstrate 



to the world in light of that history of division the power of the unifying blood and 

Spirit of Christ. 

 

People in politics love to use the term my people or our people. Usually they mean 

people from the same race or political persuasion than they are. In a Christian sense 

our only way of understanding my people or our people is everybody that confesses 

Christ as Saviour. That is the only requirement for my people or our people as 

Christians- you confess Christ as Saviour. We do not need to look alike or speak the 

same language or have the same customs. What defines us is not the blood that flow 

in our veins- our race. What defines us is the blood that flowed for us  the cross of 

Golgotha. That blood is the blood of Christ- He who makes us one. This unity that 

Christ brings is not just something spiritual- some nice idea or ideal in our heads. This 

unity should be very real and practical- it is a way of life, of being daily built together 

by Christ to be a dwelling, a living building in which God lives by His Spirit. Jesus 

died to restore us to the right relationship with God our Father. He died to restore us 

as brothers and sisters of one another. He died to make us one. 

 

Amen. 


